AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application Number 10/092,616 



OurRef: Q68810 
Art Unit: 2853 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus recording an 

amount of a printing coloring agent, said apparatus comprising: 

an information obtaining portion obtaining information on an amount of the printing 
coloring agent that is consumed, wherein said amount was not used in actual printing; and 

an information writing portion writing onto a recording medium the information on the 
amount obtained by said information obtaining portion^ 

wherein said recording medium is attached to a cartridge containing the printing coloring 

agent. 

2. (CANCELED). 

3. (Original) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said printing coloring agent is ink or toner. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus according to Claim 1, 
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wherein said amount not used in actual printing includes an amount of the printing 
coloring agent used when maintenance of a printing mechanism is carried out. 

6. (Original) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein said information obtaining portion obtains the information on the amount not 

used in actual printing for each of the colors of the printing coloring agent, and 

wherein said information writing portion writes onto the recording medium the 
information of each of the colors obtained by said information obtaining portion. 

7. (Original) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus according to Claim 1, 

said apparatus being a part of a printing apparatus carrying out printing with the printing 
coloring agent. 

Claims 8 to 20 - (Cancelled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A coloring agent cartridge containing a printing coloring 
agent, said cartridge comprising a recording medium on which information on an amount of the 
printing coloring agent that is consumed is recorded, wherein said amount was not used in actual 
printing; 

wherein said recording medium is attached to said cartridge containing the printing 
coloring agent . 
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Claims 22-25 - (Cancelled) 

26. (Previously Presented) A printer comprising at least one coloring agent 
amount recording apparatus of claim 1. 

27. (Previously Presented) A printer comprising at least one coloring agent 
cartridge of claim 21. 

28. (Currently Amended) A coloring agent amount recording apparatus recording an 
amount of a printing coloring agent, said apparatus comprising: 

an information obtaining portion obtaining information on an amount of the printing 
coloring agent that is consumed, wherein said amount was used when maintenance of a printing 
mechanism is carried out; and 

an information writing portion writing onto a recording medium the information on the 
amount obtained by said information obtaining portion; 

wherein said recording medium is attached to a cartridge containing the printing coloring 

agent. 



4 



